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THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF THE SIOUAN 

TRIBES. 




Ponka camping circle. 



THE PONKA TRIBE. 

The Ponka tribal circle was di- 
vided equally between the Tci n ju 
and Wajaje half-tribes. To the 
former half-tribe belong two phra- 
tries of two gentes each, i. e. Nos. 
1 to 4, and to the latter two simi- 
lar phratries, including gentes 5 
to 8. 

Tci n ju half-tribe. — Thunder, or 
Fire phratry : 

Gens 1. Hisada, Thunder peo- 
ple. Subgentes not gained. 

Gens 2. Wasabe hit'ajl, Touch 
not the Skin of a Black bear. 

Tci n ju half-tribe. — Wind-makers, or War phratry : 

Gens. 3. 0ixida, Wildcat. In two subgentes : 1. Sinde agj2e, 
Wears Tails or Locks of Hair ; Naq0e it'ajl, Touches no Charcoal, 
and Waseju it'ajl, Touches no Verdigris. 2. Wami it'aji, Touches 
no Blood. 

Gens 4. Nikada-ona, " Bald Human Head," Elk people. In at 
least three subgentes : 1. x e " srn de it'ajl, Touches no Buffalo Tails. 
2. j^e-geze 0ataji, Eats no Buffalo Tongues. 3. j,aqti kl A n pa" j£atajl, 
Eats no Deer and Elk. 

Wajaje half-tribe. — Earth phratry : 

Gens 5. Ma^a", Medicine, a buffalo gens, also called x e " sin de 
it'ajl, Touch no Buffalo Tails. In two subgentes : 1. Pankaqti, 
Real Ponkas, Keepers of a Sacred Pipe. 2. Panka qude, Gray Pon- 
kas. 

Gens 6. Wacabe, Dark Buffalo. In two subgentes : 1. j^-S'ncle, 
Buffalo Tail, je-0eze gataji, Eat no Buffalo Tongues, and je-jinga- 
qtci 0ataji, Eat no very young Buffalo Calves. 2. j,e-da it'aji, Touch 
no Buffalo Heads. 

Wajaje half-tribe. — Water phratry (?) : 

Gens 7. Wajaje, Osage. In two subgentes at present : 1. Wajaje 
sebe, Dark Osage, Keepers of a Sacred Pipe, or Wase;u it'aj!, Does 
not Touch Verdigris, or Naqjze it'aji, Does not Touch Charcoal. 

2. Wajaje qude, Gray Osage, or Wes'a wet'aji, Do not Touch Snakes. 

3. Necta, an Owl subgens, is now extinct. 

Gens 8. Nuqe, Reddish-yellow Buffalo (miscalled Nuxe, Ice). Sub- 
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gentes uncertain ; but there are four taboo names : ±e-ia. it'ajT, Does 
not Touch a Buffalo Head ; j, e -Ji fi o a ifajl, Does not Touch a Buffalo 
Calf ; j^z^hazi it'ajT, Does not Touch the Yellow Hide of a Buffalo 
Calf ; and j,e-j2eze 0ataji, Does not Eat Buffalo Tongues. 

THE U3IAQPA, KWAPA, OR QUAPAW TRIBE. 

When the Kwapa were discovered by the French, they dwelt in 
five villages, described by the French writers as Imaha (Imaham, 
or Imahao), Capaha, Toriman, Tonginga (Doginga, Topinga), and 
Southois (Atotchasi, Ossouteouez). Four of these village names 
still survive, being known to the Kwapa as, I. U>ja'qpaqti, Real 
Kwapa ; 2. Ti'-u-a'd£i-ma n ; 3. Ta n '-wa n ji'-^a, Small Village; and 4. 
U-zu'-ti-u'-we. 

The following names of Kwapa gentes were obtained chiefly from 
Alphonsus Valliere, a full Kwapa, who assisted the author when in 
Washington, from December, 1890, to March, 1891 : — 

Na n 'pa n ta, a Deer gens. O n 'phu n e'nikaci'^a, the Elk gens. Qid0 
e'nika-ci'jja, the Eagle gens. Wajin'jja e'nikaci'jja, the Small Bird 
gens. Hafi'^a e'nikaci'^a, the Han'jja, or Ancestral gens. Wasa' 
e'nikaci'jja, the Black bear gens. Ma n tu' e'nikaci'jja, the Grizzly 
bear gens. Te e'nikaci'>[a, the (ordinary) Buffalo gens. Tuqe'-ni- 
kaci'^a, the Reddish-yellow Buffalo gens (answering to Nuqe of the 
Ponka, Yuqe of the Kansa, and Cuqe of the Osage). Jawe'-nikaci'>[a, 
the Beaver gens. 

Hu i'nikaci'jja, the Fish gens. Mika'q'e ni'kaci'i[a, the Star gens. 
Pe'ta" e'nikaci'^a, the Crane gens. Can>[e'-nikac'bta, the Dog gens. 
Wakan'ja e'nikaci'ka, the Thunder Being gens. Ta n d0a n ' e'nikaci'jja, 
or Ta n 'd0a n tafi'^a e'nikaci'j[a, the Panther, or Mountain Lion, gens. 
Ke-ni'kaci'jia, the Turtle gens. We's'a e'nikaci'ka, the Snake gens. 
Mi' e'nikaci'jja, the Sun gens. 

Valliere was unable to say on which side of the tribal circle each 
gens camped ; but he gave the personal names of some members 
of most of the gentes. 
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Fig. S. Kansa camping circle. 
THE KA n ZE, OR KANSA TRIBE. 



PHRA- 
TRY. 

I. 
II. 



IV. 



III. 



III. 



I. 

IV. 



V. 

I. 



VI. 



VI. 



GENS. 



i. Ma'yifika Earth, or Ma'yifika 

gaxe, Earth Lodge Makers. 
2. Ta, Deer, or Wajaje, Osage. 



3. PaBka, Ponka. 



4. Ka'ze, Kansa, or Tci-haci", 
Lodge in the Rear, or Last Lodge. 



5. Wasabe, Black Bear. 



6. Wanaxe, Ghost. 

7. Ke k'i", Carries Turtle on his 
Back. 

8. Mi" k'i", Carries Sun on his Back. 

9. Upa", Elk. 



10. Uiiya, White Eagle. 



Ha", Night. 



a. Ma°yifika tafiga, Large Earth. 
b. Ma°yifika jifiga, Small Earth. 

a. Taqtci, Real Deer. b. Ta yatcajl, 
Eats no Deer, Ta ts'eye, Kills 
Deer, or Wadjiita ts'eye, Kills 
Quadrupeds. 

a. Pank-unikaci°ga, Ponka people. 
b. Qundj-ala°, Wear Red Cedar 
(fronds) on their heads. 

a. Tadje unikaci'ga, Wind people, 
or Ak'a unikaci'ga, South-wind 
people, or Tci-haci"-qtci, Real 
Tcihaci", Camp behind all. b. 
Tadje jiflga, Small Wind, or Ma°- 
nahindje, Makes a Breeze near the 
Ground. 

a. Wasabe-qtci, Real Black bear, or 
Saku a wayatce, Eat Raw food. 
b. Sindjale, Wear Tails (*. e., 
Locks of Hair) on the Head. 

Not gained. 

Not gained. 

Not gained. 

a. Upa°-qtci, Real Elk, or Ma°sa n ha, 
refers to color of the fur. b. Sa n - 
ha° ge, meaning uncertain. 

Hiisada, Legs stretched out Stiff, 
Quyunikaci°ga, White Eagle peo- 
ple, b. Wabi° ijupye, Wade in 
Blood, Wabi" unikaci'ga, Blood 
people. 

Ha° nikaci°ga, Night people, b. 
Daka" ma°yi°, Walks Shining 
(Star people' ?). 
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PHRA- 


GENS. 


SUBGENS. 


TRY. 






VII. 


Ibatc'S, Holds Firebrand to the Sa- 


a. Qiiyegu jinga. Hawk that has a 




cred Pipes, or Hafiga jifiga, Small 


White Tail like a " King Eagle;" 




Hafiga. 


b. Mika unikaci"ga, Raccoon peo- 
ple, or Mika qla jifiga, Small Lean 
Raccoon. 


VII. 


Hafiga tafiga, Large Hafiga, Hafiga 


A black eagle, with white spots. Sub- 




utanandji, Hafiga apart from the 


gentes not obtained. 




rest, or Ta sindje qaga, Deer Tail 
Stiff. 
Tcedunga, Buffalo, or Si tafiga, Big 




II. 


a. Tcedunga, Buffalo with Dark 




Feet. 


Hair. b. Yuqe, Buffalo with Red- 
dish-yellow Hair. 


V. 


Tciju wactage, Tciju Peacemaker. 


(Red Hawk people ?) Not gained. 


II. 


Lu nikaci°ga, Thunder Being people, 
or Leda° unikaci°ga, Gray Hawk 
people. 


Not gained. 



THE OSAGE TRIBE. 

In the Osage nation, there are three tribes, or groups of gentes, 
as follows • Tsi'ou ujse' pejZu n 'da, the Seven Tsiou Fireplaces, Hafiga 
mse' pe0u n 'da, the Seven Haft^a Fireplaces, and Waoa'oe u;se' pe- 
£u n 'da, the Seven Osage Fireplaces. The Han^a mse pe0u n 'da were 
the last to join the nation, according to the tradition of the Tsiou 
wactage gens. When this occurred, the seven Han^a gentes became 
five, and the seven Osage gentes, two, in order to have not more 
than seven gentes on the right side of the circle. 

The Seven Tsiou Fireplaces oc- 
cupy the left, or peace side, of the 
camping circle. They are as fol- 
lows : — 

i. Tsiou Sin isai[0e, Tsiou Wear- 
ing a Tail (of hair) on the head, 
or Tsiou wanu 11 ', Elder Tsiou, in 
two subgentes, Sinjsa^e, Sun 
and Comet people, and Curiae 
i'niqk'aci n a, Wolf people. 

2. Tse ju'ija injse', Buffalo Bull 
Face, in two subgentes, the name 
of the first has not been gained, 
but the second is Tse' £anka or 
Mi n 'paha', Hide with the Hair on. 

3. Mi n k'i n ', Sun Carriers, in two subgentes : 1. Mi n i'niuk'aci n 'a, 
Sun people. 2. Mi n xa'ska i'niqk'aci n 'a, Swan people. 

4. Tsi'ou wact'a^e, Tsiou, Peacemaker, or Ta n 'wa n Tja'xe, Village 
Maker, or Ni'wajZe, Giver of Life, in two subgentes : 1. Wadi n ' 




Fig. 9. Osage camping circle. 
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ita'01, Touches no Blood, or Qiijza' oii'jse, Red Eagle (really a hawk). 
2. Qii^a'-pa-sa 1 ", Bald Eagle, or 3a" sa n ' u'niqk'aci n 'a, Sycamore peo- 
ple. The leading gens on this side of the circle. 

5. Ha n i'niqk'aci n 'a, Night people, or Tsi'ou we'hajji^e, the Tsiou 
at the End, or Tse'jZafika', in two subgentes : 1. Night people. 
2. Wasade, or Black bear people. 

6. Tse }u'jja, Buffalo Bull, in two subgentes : 1. Tse ;u'3ja. 2. 
0u'qe, Reddish-yellow Buffalo. 

7. }{jZu n , Thunder Being, Tsi'haci™, Camp Last, Ma'xe, Upper 
World people, or Ni'qk'a wakan'ja^i, Mysterious Male being. Sub- 
gentes not obtained. 

On the Hafijja and Waoaoe side of the circle are the following : — 

8. Waoa'oe wanu 11 ', Elder Osage, composed of six of the seven 
Osage Fireplaces, as follows : 1. Waoa'oe ska', White Osage. 2. Ke 
k'i n ', Turtle Carriers. 3. Wake'tfe ste';se, Tall Flags (?), Ehna"" 
min'jse tii n ', They Alone Have Bows, or Mi n ke'0e ste'jse, Tall Flags. 
4. Ta-0a'xu, Deer Lights, or Ta i'niqk'aci n a, Deer people. 5. Hu, 
Fish people ; and 6. Na n 'pa n ta, a Deer gens, called by some Ke 
^a'tsii, Turtle with a Serrated Crest along the Shell (probably a water 
monster, as there is no such species of turtle). 

9. Hafi'^a uta'jztanjsi, Hafijja Apart from the Rest, or QujZa'qtsi 
i'niqk'aci n 'a, Real Eagle people ; the War-Eagle gens. One of the 
original Haftjja Fireplaces. 

10. Pa n q'ka wacta'jje, Ponka Peacemaker, according to a Tsiou 
man, in two subgentes : Tse'wajZe, Pond Lily, and Wacade, Dark 
Buffalo ; but, according to Pa n q'ka wa;ayifi2ia, a member of the gens, 
there are three subgentes : 1. Wake'jzie, Flags. 2. Wa'tsetsi, mean- 
ing uncertain, perhaps, Has Returned (tsi) after Touching a foe 
(wats'e). 3. Qiinjse', Red Cedar. The leading gens on the right 
side of the camping circle, and one of the original seven Osage Fire- 
places. 

n. Han'jja a'hii tu n ', Han^ja Having Wings, or, Hii'saja, Limbs 
Stretched out Stiff ; or, QujZi'niqk'aci n 'a, White Eagle people, in two 
parts, originally gentes of the Hafijja group : A. Hii'saja wanu"', the 
Elder Husaja; and B. Hu'sa;a, wearing four locks of hair like those 
worn by the second division of Wasade tu n . 

12. Wasa'de tu n ', Having Black Bears in two parts : A. Sln'jsa^jZe, 
Wearing a Tail or lock of hair on the head (one of the seven Hafi^a 
Fireplaces), in two subgentes : a. Wasa'de, Black Bear, or, Hafi'^a 
Wa'ts'ekawa' (meaning not gained) ; b. Ifljjtfun'jia oin'^a, Small Cat. 
B. Wasa'de tu n ', Wearing Four Locks of Hair (one of the seven 
Han^a Fireplaces), in two subgentes : a. Mi n xa'ska, Swan ; b. Tse'- 
wa£e qe'^a, Dried Pond Lily. 

13. U'pqa n , Elk : one of the seven Han^a Fireplaces. 
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14. Ka n 'se, Kansa, or I'dats'e, Holds Firebrand to Sacred Pipes, or 
A'k'a i'niqk'aci n 'a, South Wind people, or Ta;se' i'niqk'aci n 'a, Wind 
people, or Pe'}se i'niqk'aci n 'a, Fire people. One of the seven Haftjja 
Fireplaces. 

The following social divisions cannot be identified : ^ade i'niqk'a- 
ci n 'a, Beaver people, said to be a subgens of the Waoaoe, gens not 
specified. Pe'tqa 11 i'niqk'aci n 'a, Crane people, said to be a subgens 
of the Han^a (?) Sausage. Wapun'^a i'niqk'aci n 'a, Owl people. 
Ma n yin'k'a i'niqk'aci n a, Earth people, jaqpii'i' niqk'aci n a, meaning 
not gained. 

A member of the Idat'se gens lights the pipes for the chiefs when 
they assemble in council. The criers are chosen from the Idats'e, 
Upqa 11 , and Mi n k'i n gentes. The Tsiou Sin;sa3j0e and Tse ju^a 
in;se gentes furnish the soldiers or policemen for the Tsiou wacta^e. 
A similar function is performed for the Pa n qka wacta^e by the 
Waoaoe wanii n and Hafijja utajZanjsi gentes. 

There is some uncertainty about the true locations of a few sub- 
gentes in the camping circle : for instance, Alvin Wood said that the 
Tsewa^e qejja formed the fourth subgens of the Tse ju^a in;se ; but 
this was denied by ^jahi^e wajayifi^a, of the Tsiou wacta^e, who 
said that it belonged to the Pa n qka wacta^e prior to the extinction 
of the subgens. Tsepa ^axe of the Wasade gens said that it formed 
the fourth subgens of his own people. Some make Tsiou wacta^e 
the third gens on the left, instead of the fourth. 

^rahi^e wajayinjia said : " All the Waoaoe gentes claim to have 
come from the water, so they have ceremonies referring to beavers, 
because they swim in the water." 

The Waoaoe Ke k'i n are the moccasin makers of the tribe. It is 
said that the members of this gens used turtle shells for moccasins 
with leeches for moccasin strings. The makers of war standards and 
war pipes must belong to the Waoaoe ska. 

THE IOWA TRIBE. 

The Iowa camping circle was divided into two half circles occupied 
by two phratries of four gentes each. The first phratry regulated 
the hunt and other tribal affairs during the autumn and winter. The 
second phratry took the lead during the spring and summer. 

The writer is indebted to the Rev. William Hamilton for a list of 
the Iowa gentes, obtained in 1880 during a visit to the tribe. Since 
then, the writer has gained from a delegation of Iowas visiting Wash- 
ington the following list of gentes and subgentes of the tribe. 



The Social Organization of the Siouan Tribes. 337 



FIRST PHRATRY. 



GENTES. 

-' ; ° Black Bear. 
Cij[re wonafie 



'1° 
Tolii" and <_u[re wonafie were 
chiefs of this gens in 1879-1880. 
Tohi° kept the sacred pipe. 



II. Mi-tci'-ra-tce, Wolf. 

Ma'hi" is a chief of this gens. 



III. Tce'-xi-ta, Eagle and Thunder Be- 
ing people. 



IV. Qo'-ta-tci, Elk. Now extinct. 

The Elk gens furnished the sol- 
diers or policemen. 



Pa'-qca, Beaver. Probably the 
archaic name, as beaver is now, 
ra-we. The survivors of this 
gens have joined the Pa-ga' or 
Beaver gens of the Oto tribe. 



SUBGENTES. 



1. Ta'-po-gka, a large black bear with 
a white spot on its chest. 

2. Pu°'-xa-(;ka, a black bear with a 
red nose, literally, White Nose. 

3. Mu°-tci'-nye, Young Black Bear, 
a short Black bear. 

4. Ki'-ro-ko'-qo-tce, a small reddish 
black bear, motherless; it has little, 
hair and runs swiftly. 

1. Cu-'-ta" cka', White Wolf. 

2. Cu n '-ta" ge'-we, Black Wolf. 

3. Cu°'-ta" qo'-pe, Gray Wolf. 

4. Ma-nyi'-ka-qgi', Coyote. 

1. Na'-tci-tce', i. e., Qra'-qtci, Real 
or Golden Engle. 

2. Qra'hiin'-e, Ancestral or Gray 
Eagle. 

3. Qra'j]re'-ye, Spotted Eagle. 

4. Qra'pa-ca°', Bald Eagle. 

1. tj°'pe-xa qa-'-ye, Big Elk. 

2. U^pe-xa yifi'-e, Young Elk (?). 

3. U°'-pe 5re'-pe yifi'-e, Elk Some- 
what Long. 

4. Ho'-ma yifi'-e, Young Elk (?). The 
difference between U°pexa and Homa 
is still unknown. The former may be 
the archaic name for " elk." 

1. Ra-we'qa°'-ye, Big Beaver. 

2. Ra-5ro'-pe, meaning uncertain. 

3. Ra-we' yifi'-e, Young Beaver. 

4. Ni'wa°-ci'-ke, Water Person. 



SPRING AND SUMMER PHRATRY. 



GENTES. 

VI. Ru'-tce, Pigeon. 



VII. A'-ru-qwa, Buffalo. 

VIII. Wa-ka", Snake. 

VOL. IV. — NO. 1 5. 22 



SUBGENTES. 

1. Mi°-ke' qa°'-ye, Big Raccoon. 

2. Mi°-ke' yifi'-e, Young Raccoon. 

3. Ru'-tce yifi'-e, Young Pigeon. 

4. Co'-ke, Prairie Chicken, Grouse. 

1. Tce-}o' qa""-ye, Big Buffalo Bull. 

2. Tce-}o' yifi'-e, Young Buffalo Bull. 

3. Tee p'o'-cke yifi'-e, Young Buffalo 
Bull that is Distended. 

4. Tce'yifi'-e, Buffalo Calf. 

1. Wa-ka"' 5i, Yellow Snake, i. *., 
Rattlesnake. 
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The Waka" gens is now extinct. 2. Wa-ka°'-qtci, Real Snake (named 

after a species shorter than the rattle- 
snake). 

3. Ce'-ke yin'-e, Small or Young 
Ceke, the Copperhead Snake (?). 

4. Wa-ka"' qo'-pe, Gray Snake (a 
long snake, which the Omahas call 
Swift Blue Snake). 

IX. Mafi'-ko-ke, Owl. Now extinct. The names of the subgentes have 

been forgotten. 

Mythical Origin of the Iowa Gentes. — Mr. Hamilton is the author- 
ity for the following, which was published in a letter to the children 
>.of Presbyterian Sunday-schools, about the year 1848. 

"The Black Bear people came out of the ground, and taught the 
rpeople how to farm. Some say that they brought the canoe, others, 
that they brought the pipe, but that is claimed by most of the fam- 
ilies (i. e., gentes). When the Bear people first met the Eagle 
and Pigeon people, they lived under the ground in the form of bears. 
The Eagle and Pigeon people saw the trail of the bears and followed 
it till they came to a den. When they struck the ground with their 
war-clubs, out came a bear, saying, ' My elder brothers, it is I. I am 
your younger brother.' Another tradition is that the Wolf and 
.Bear people used to fight and eat one another. But meeting one 
day, they said, 'We are both black,' — it was the black wolf that 
spoke, — 'we have teeth, eyes, and ears alike. So we must be 
brothers. Let us not fight any more.' So they made peace, and 
ever lived in friendship. But they preyed upon the Buffalo people, 
who were greatly worried. So one day the Buffalo said to them, 
'Here is some corn. Eat it. It is good.' They ate it; but as it 
was raw and hard, it made their mouths bleed, and the blood stained 
the corn red. That is the reason why so much of the Indian corn is 
red. Afterwards the Eagle people called them into the large skin 
tent, where they . . . killed about a thousand men. Then the 
Eagle, who brought the fire, said, 'You have killed one another to 
your satisfaction. Let there be an -end to this.' And he made a 
feast, and cooked the corn in the fire, which made it very pleasant 
to eat. From that time they lived in peace. 

" The Bear, Wolf, and Elk gentes 1 came from the island where 
the Eagle and Pigeon gentes alighted on coming down to earth. 

"The Wolf people came out of the earth, bringing bows and 
arrows. They taught the people how to hunt. Because they brought 
the arrows they are the cause of men's wounding one another. After 
the two Bird gentes had met the Black Bears, they travelled on till 

1 Mr. Hamilton did not use the word, " gentes," but the present writer finds him- 
self obliged to employ it, as "band" and "family " do not convey .the exact idea. 
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they saw the track of a wolf coming out of an island. This they fol- 
lowed until they came to another hole in the ground. Striking on 
the ground with the war-clubs, they made another wolf come out. 
Said he, ' My brothers, it is I. I am your brother.' The Wolf peo- 
ple spoke different languages, according to the different divisions 
of the gens. Some think that the Wolf people brought the tobacco, 
as in that gens there are many (personal) names derived from that 
plant. The other gentes asked the Wolf people to kill the Buffaloes 
for them, while they sang : — 

I am your brother, 
I am of the Wolf gens. 
I am invited to a buffalo chase. 

I am your younger broiher. 

Staggering, it is about to die ; 
The tail trembles. 

" When the Eagle people lived above, they had a great sacred house 
in the shape of a skin tent. In this house resided the members of 
the Eagle and Pigeon gentes ; and when there, they held a council 
to consider whither they should go. They were all brothers. They 
concluded to come down to earth, and to speak the Winnebago lan- 
guage, as that nation was the first to make any discoveries about 
Wakanta, the Great Mysterious One. When they left the sacred 
house in the upper world, they saw a blue cloud in the west. One 
of the party said that he could make a blue cloud appear in the sky ; 
and he did so. This is why they paint their faces blue. When they 
first came to earth, they ate people, and so they hunted them for that 
purpose. The Bird gentes considered themselves superior to the other 
gentes, but they finally became friendly, and then they ate animals. 
When the Eagle people came down, they had bodies with wings. 
They said to the others, ' Cut off our wings, or we will kill you.' 
So they cut them off. When they got down to earth, the leader said, 
'My younger brothers, what shall we eat?' Then he sent the 
young men to hunt game. They killed a deer, and cooked it by a 
fire, turning the body around on a stick held in the hands. They 
made fire by rubbing two sticks together. After they had eaten, 
they continued their journey, and they scared away many demons by 
the aid of a war-club made in the shape of the butt-end of a gun- 
stock. Little demons kept running across the road till they drove 
them away with the war-club. These Eagle and Pigeon people came 
to earth in the form of birds, alighting on an island where there was 
a lake near a mountain. As they alighted, they sang, 

On what tree have I alighted ? 
To what land have I come ? 

" It was there they proposed to hunt men. In their travels they 
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met the Bear and Wolf people. After leaving them, they jour- 
neyed until they reached a certain place, where they made a village. 
They surrounded this with palisades, calling the settlement Ma" 
cu'-pe, Hill or Bank of Red Earth. All the Indians lived there at 
that time. It was while these first gentes dwelt there, that the 
others came and asked to be admitted to their village. They pitied 
them and allowed them to come in. 

" The members of the Elk gens are generally waiters on the 
chiefs. They act in that capacity because when they first came they 

sang, 

Who is that ? 
I am of the Elk gens. 
Brother, I think that man is a chief. 
No, I am of the Elk gens. I am a soldier. 

He fears me because I have this club. 

"The Elk people must have been allies of the Bear and Wolf peo- 
ple, because they travelled together after they left the island. 

" Some say that the Buffalo gens came from above, as it is related 
to the Pigeon gens. The Owl people came out of a hollow tree, near 
the Red Bank. The Snake people came out of the bank (of the is- 
land ?) near the water. The Beaver people came out from a little 
stream on the island. The Bear and Wolf gentes have led during 
the fall hunt. They used to do all the talking and planning for 
starting on the hunt, etc., till the season when the Elk whistles. The 
Pigeon and Buffalo gentes used to lead the tribe when frogs were 
heard again in the spring : then they made the village. The mem- 
bers of the Snake gens laid off the ground for the village." 

THE OTO TRIBE. 

The writer has not yet gained the exact camping order of the Oto 
and Missouri tribes, though he has obtained lists of their gentes 
(subject to future revision) from Keop-eSe, an Oto, Cka;oinye, a 
Missouri, and Battiste Deroin, the. interpreter for the two tribes. 

The Oto gentes are as follows : I. Pa-ca', Beaver. 2. Tu-na n '-p'i n , 
Black bear, or Mu n -tci'-ra-tce, Wolf. 3. A-ru'-qwa, Buffalo. 4. Ru'- 
qtca, Pigeon. 5. Ma-ka'-tce, Owl. 6. Tce'-xi-ta, Eagle, Thunder- 
bird, etc. Wa-ka 11 ', Snake. 

THE NI-U'-T'A-TCI OR MISSOURI TRIBE. 

This tribe, which has been consolidated with the Oto for many 
years, has at least three gentes. If there are or have been others, 
their names have not been obtained. 

1. Tu-na n '-p'i n , Black Bear. 2. Tce-xi'-ta, Eagle, Thunder-bird, 
etc., in four subgentes : (a) Wa-kan'-ta, Thurtder-bird : {b) Qra, 
Eagle ; (c) ^jre'-ta", Hawk ; {d) Mo'-mi, a people that eat no small 



The Social Organization of the Siouan Tribes. 341 

birds which have been killed by larger ones (a recent addition to 
this Missouri gens, probably from another tribe). 3. Ho-ma' or Ho- 
ta'-tci, Elk. 

THE HOTCANGARA OR WINNEBAGO TRIBE. 

The Winnebago call themselves Ho-tcan'-gara, First or Parent 
Speech. While they have gentes, they have no camping circle, as 
their priscan habitat was in a forest region. The following names 
were gained by the writer from James Alexander, a full-blood of the 
Wolf gens, and from other members of the tribe. 

1. Wolf gens : common name, Cunk' iki'kara'tca-da, or Cunktcank' 
iki'kara'tcada, Those Calling Themselves after the Dog or Wolf; 
archaic name, 0e-go'-ni-na, meaning not gained. 

2. Black bear gens : common name, Ho n tc' iki'kara'tcada, They 
Call Themselves after the Black bear ; archaic name, Tco'-na-ke-ra, 
meaning not obtained. 

3. Elk gens : common name, Huwa 11 ' iki'kara'tcada, They Call 
Themselves after an Elk ; archaic name not yet gained. 

4. Snake gens : common name, Waka n ' iki'kara'tcada, They Call 
Themselves after a Snake ; archaic name not yet gained. 

5. Bird gens : common name, Wanifik' iki'kara'tcada, They Call 
Themselves after a Bird ; archaic name not yet gained. In four 
subgentes, as follows : (a) Eagle or Hitcaqcepa-ra ; (b) Pigeon or 
Rutcke ; (c) Hawk (?) or Keretcu" (?) ; (d) Thunder-bird or Waka 11 '- 
tcara. Archaic name of subgentes not yet obtained. 

6. Buffalo gens : common name, Tee' iki'kara'tcada, They Call 
Themselves after a Buffalo ; archaic name not yet gained. 

7. Deer gens : common name, Tea' iki'kara'tcada, They Call 
Themselves after a Deer ; archaic name not yet gained. 

8- Water-monster gens : common name, Waktce'qi iki'kara'tcada, 
They Call Themselves after a Water-monster ; archaic name not yet 
gained. 

Some of the Winnebago say that there is an Omaha gens among 
the Wisconsin Winnebago ; but James Alexander knew nothing 
about it. It is very probable that each Winnebago gens was com- 
posed of four subgentes ; thus, in the tradition of the Wolf gens, 
there is an account of four kinds of wolves, as among the Iowa. 

THE MANDAN TRIBE. 

This tribe has not been visited by the writer, who must content 
himself with giving the list furnished by Morgan, in his "Ancient 
Society," and using his system of spelling. 

1. Wolf gens, Ho-ra-ta' mu-make (? Qa-ra-ta nu-mafi'ke). 

2. Bear gens, Ma-to'-no-make (Ma-to' nu-man'-ke). 

3. Prairie chicken gens, See-poosh'-ka (Si-pu'-cka nu-man'-ke). 

4. Good Knife gens, Ta-na-tsu'-ka (? Ta-ne-tsu'-ka-nu-man'-ke). 
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5. Eagle gens, Ki-ta'-ne-make (? Qi-ta' nu-mafi'-ke ?). 

6. Flat Head, E-sta-pa' (Hi-sta pe' nu-man'-ke ?). 

7. High village gens, Me-te-ah'-ke. 

THE HIDATSA TRIBE. 

Morgan's list is given, using his system of spelling. 

1. Knife, Mit-che-ro'-ka. 2. Water, Min-ne pa'-ta. 3. Lodge, 
Ba-ho-ha'-ta. 4. Prairie chicken, Seech-ka-be-ruh-pa'-ka (Tsi-tska' 
do-hpa'-ka, Matthews, i. e., Tsi-tska' d^o-qpa'ka). 5. Hill people, 
E-tish-sho'-ka. 6. Unknown animal, Ah-nah-ha-na'-me-te. 7. Bon- 
net, E-ku'-pa-be-ka. 

THE ABSAROKA OR CROW TRIBE. 

We cannot tell whether this tribe ever camped in a circle. Mor- 
gan's list of gentes is given, using his system of spelling. 

1. Prairie dog gens, A-che-pa-be'-cha. 2. Bad Leggins, E-sach' 
ka-buk. 3. Skunk, Ho-ka-rut'-cha. 4. Treacherous Lodges, Ash- 
bot-chee-ah. 5. Lost Lodges, Ah-shin'-na-de'-ah (Can this be in- 
tended for Last Lodges, those who camp in the rear ?). 6. Bad 
Honors, Ese-kep ka'-buk. 7. Butchers, Oo-sa-bot'-see. 8. Moving 
Lodges, Ah-ha-chick. 9. Bear's Paw Mountain, Ship-tet'-za. 10. Black- 
foot Lodges, Ash-kane'-na. 11. Fish Catchers, Boo-a da'-sha. 
12. Antelope, O-hot-du-sha. 13. Raven, Pet-chale ruh-pa'-ka. 

THE TOTELO TRIBE. 

It is impossible to say whether this tribe ever camped in a circle. 
The writer obtained the names of the following clans from John 
Key, an Indian, on the Grand River Reservation, Ontario, Canada, 
in 1882. On one side of the fire were the Bear and Deer clans, and 
on the other side, the Wolf and Turtle. John Key's mother, mater- 
nal grandmother, and Mrs. Christine Buck, are members of the Deer 
clan. There were no taboos. The Tutelo names of the clans were 
not given. 

THE CATAWBA AND COGNATE TRIBES. 

Mr. A. S. Gatschet of the Bureau of Ethnology visited the Ca- 
tawba tribe prior to March, 1882, and obtained an extensive vocabu- 
lary of the Catawba language, but he did not gain any information 
respecting the social organization of the people. 

THE BILOXI TRIBE. 

Mr. Gatschet's Biloxi MS. contains no reference to the clans or 
gentes of the Biloxi tribe. The survivors of this tribe may still be 
found, some in Louisiana, others among the Caddo, in the Indian 
Territory. 

J. Owen Dorsey. 



